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the Club In the article; but the objection was overruled, on the ground that "the practice of publishing such articles, being reflections by one member of the Club against another, would be fatal to the comfort of the Club, and intolerable in a society of gentlemen''; and it was decided that the offender should apologise to Thackeray or retire from the Club, else the matter would have to be submitted at a specially summoned General Meeting.
Yates, after consulting Dickens, John Forster, W. Wills, and Albert Smith, determined to appeal to the General Meeting. This was summoned for July 10, and while neither Thackeray nor Yates was present, the latter sent a letter to be read, in which he expressed his willingness to apologise "for any unpleasant feeling that I may have awakened in the Club by the publication of the unfortunate article" ; but he added that he considered Thackeray had placed it out of his power to apologise to him.
In spite of all the efforts of Dickens and Wilkie Collins, backed by Robert Bell, Samuel Lover, Palgrave Simpson, Sir James Ferguson, and others, the resolution to support the committee was carried by seventy against forty-six. Yates was allowed until July 20 to apologise, and then, no communication being received from him, the Secretary of the Club wrote to inform him that the committee had erased his name from the list of members.
Some months later Dickens wrote to Thackeray, offering his services as a mediator. Thackeray, however, did not accept the offer, as will be seen from the following letter. Indeed, at the time, I believe Thackeray was disinclined to accept anything at the hands of Dickens. He positively refers to Yates as''your friend/'